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What is prayer? “Prayer is personal communication with God” - Dr Wayne Grudem. Perhaps
the most sacred written conversation with God is the deep prayer of Jesus’ heart that can be
found in John 17. At the approach of His most trying hour, Jesus stopped and spent time in
prayer, communicating with His Father. I hope you will take time to read and ponder the
beauty and power of this desperate prayer between The Father and His Son.
Why pray? Because Jesus did. There are so many passages where we can read the prayers of
Jesus; and, if we are to be like Him, prayer should be part of who we are. Luke 5 : 15 -16 is a
passage that shows us that Jesus always took time out of His busy days and nights to be alone
with His Father. If He needed that time, how much more do we?
Does prayer really work? YES! In 1890, the First Baptist Church voted to close its doors, with
some members feeling that “FBC had run its course.” A small group of women began regularly
meeting on Thursdays for prayer on behalf of the church. This little group of women became
lovingly known as “The Old Guard”. As you know, FBC is still here to this day, still a light in
our city, our state, our country and to the world. "The Old Guard” lived out their faith in God
to restore FBC through their prayers. We find in 1 John 5 : 14 -15 that we are to be confident in
our prayers.
How do we pray? In Matthew chapter 6, we find Jesus teaching His disciples and the crowds
of people gathered around Him. One part of His ‘Sermon on the Mount’ is His teaching of how
to pray. The model prayer many call “The Lord’s Prayer” is included in this chapter. Isn’t it just
like Jesus, not only to teach us to pray by His example, but also teaching us how to pray? I
love Him.

Having just finished sharing a wonderful gathering of prayer with women of FBC, I felt compelled
to encourage all of us to seek an encounter with the LORD God through prayer. There are at least
four questions that are commonly asked when talking about prayer. I used to think the answers
to these questions would be varied depending on who you talk to. After asking the Holy Spirit to
reveal the answers, I was happy to find that the answers were really quite simple. The Bible
clearly reveals the truth about these questions. So, here are the questions and, very brief, but
Biblically truthful answers. Hopefully, these truths will be an encouragement for all of us to
become women of prayer.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Let’s join in the legacy of “The Old Guard” and become known as women of prayer. 

From my heart, 
Cathy,  Galatians 1 : 10

WELCOME



Sift  dry ingredients f lour,  baking soda,
baking powder,  salt ,  cinnamon and set
aside.
Mix sugar,  eggs,  and oi l  with mixer then add
carrots and mix well .  Add dry ingredients
1/3 at a t ime. Add vanil la ,  mix then stir  in
nuts and pecans.
Bake in 2 greased and f loured cake pans at
350 about 35-40 minutes t i l l  center is
done(tooth pick test)

DirectionsV a n e s s a  W i l l i a m s
g r a n d m o t h e r ’ s  c a r r o t
c a k e :
f r o m  t h e  k i t c h e n  o f  A m y  B l a c k  

2 cups sugar
1 and 1/2 cup vegetable oil
4 eggs
3 cups grated carrots (I use the baby carrots
and put them in a food processor)
2 cups flour
2 tsp baking soda
2 tsp baking powder
2 tsp cinnamon
1 tsp salt
1 and 1/2 tsp vanilla
1/2 cup chopped pecans
1/4 cup raisins 

Ingredients 

IN THE KITCHEN

1  package cream cheese (softened)
1/2 cup butter(softened)
Confection sugar at least a box,  I  use more
to make the icing thicker
2 tsp vanil la
Beat cream cheese and butter on high ti l l
smooth.  Add the confection sugar t i l l  you
get the consistency you want.  Add vanil la
and beat t i l l  smooth.  
Ice the cooled cake and sprinkle some
chopped pecans on top.  Refrigerate.  
Sl ice and enjoy.

Cool Icing

P.S.  -  I  have a secret I  do that is  not on the original  recipe,  ask me and I  wil l  tel l  you what it  is !



Lisa Collins

Hey, ladies! My name is Lisa Collins. I am truly blessed, and so very thankful
to be part of the Women’s Enrichment Ministry. They love The Lord, love
their church, and have a deep bond for each other. I look forward to
meeting each one of you and growing strong in the word and encouraged by
each friendship. The WEM team is always searching for Bible studies, books,
and activities that will encourage and help ladies to grow spiritually, grow
strong in the Word, and also continue to grow and have that deep
relationship with God. I encourage each lady to connect with a Bible study.
If you love books, try our monthly book club! If you love the beach and
getting with a group of fun, scripture loving , song-singing ladies, then come
to a ladies retreat! If you love prayer, have a heart for others, the soon-to-
come prayer groups are for you! These are just a few of the ways to get
connected with your Sisters in Christ. If you need a bit more info, or have
questions? I would love to speak with you ....... Please reach out to me or any
of the other WEM Team.  

Here is a bit about me.... My husband, Denny, and I have been members of
First Baptist since the Summer of 2018. We felt God leading us to FBC after
we had attended the Easter Sunrise Service on the Battery for a couple of
years. We are part of the Teaching Friends Sunday School Class. We both
also loved Wednesday nights at FB (pre-COVID). God has blessed me with
the love of flowers. Spending time with God in my garden is one of my most
favorite places. My day normally starts at 5:30 am with my daily devotion
and prayer time. I would like to share some of my most favorite scripture
that have brought me comfort and encouragement. 

WEM BIO'S



Psalm 116:2 Because he bends down to listen. I will pray as long as I have breath. 
Joshua 1:9 This is my command - be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or
discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.
Jeremiah 17: 7 & 8 But blessed are those who trust in the Lord and have made the Lord
their hope and confidence. They are like trees planted along a river bank, with roots
that reach deep into the water. Such trees are not bothered by the heat or worried by
the long months of drought. Their leaves stay green, and they never stop producing
fruit. 

Waymaker - Michael W. Smith
Surrounded (Fight my battles) - Michael W. Smith
Praise you in the Storm - Casting Crowns
Good Good Father - Chris Tomlin
Cornerstone - Hillsong
Hosanna - Paul Baloche
Revelation Song - Phillips, Craig & Dean
Your Love never Fails - Newsboys
None but Jesus - Christy Nockels
How he loves - David Crowder Band
 What a beautiful name - Hillsong
Even if - Mercy Me

1.
2.

3.

Music holds a very special place in my heart. I have shared a playlist of songs that always
get my heart ready to worship: 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.



Maria
Dempsey

WEM BIO'S

Greetings, All! Our family is fairly new to the First Baptist
Church family, and we are so grateful that God has blessed
us so richly with this wonderful church family! My husband
Robert “Scott” Dempsey and I were married on September
9, 2000, and we were blessed with Angelina on May 17,
2007!

I was born in Newark, New Jersey, to Jose Angel Urrutia
(Bilbao, Spain) and Esperanza Leticia Marquez Urrutia
(Guatemala City, Guatemala) on Monday, September 27,
1971. I mention the day of the week because Monday is my
favorite day of the week. I have always loved the feeling of
new beginnings, so I love the start of a fresh brand-new 
 work week and school week.

My early education consisted of Catholic schools, starting in
preschool, with the exception of my Fourth and Fifth grade
years while we were transitioning from Newark, N.J. to
Elizabeth, N.J. My parents were also raised Catholic in their
respective countries, and they raised my brother Gerald
and I with those values. My mother was influential in
teaching me about God. It was under her guidance that I
remember trying to wrap my head around the grandness of
God – there is so much to learn! Although we attended
mass, Catechism classes (religious instruction), and
Catholic schools, I really did not experience the power of
Jesus in my heart until I was 15 years old, a sophomore in
high school. I remember being in the high school chapel
praying alone after religion class and feeling the
overwhelming need for Jesus in my life as my personal
Lord and Savior.

After attending high school at Mother Seton Regional in
Clark, N.J., I attended Berkeley College in New York City
and graduated with an Associate’s in Fashion Marketing.
After working retail for some time, I went to vocational
school at Cittone Institute in Edison, N.J., for court
reporting.

While in court reporting school, I also worked for
Continental Airlines at Newark (Liberty) Airport in
Newark, N.J. This is where I met my handsome Scott!
We met in June of 1997, but didn’t start to date until that
October. At that time, Scott worked for the Department of
Justice, which later became the Department of Homeland
Security after the 9/11 tragedy. Since Scott dealt with a
lot of passengers from Spanish- speaking countries, he
often needed someone from the airline to help him with
Spanish/English interpretation; and it was during one of
these times that he asked me! Aside from the birth of our
daughter Angelina, Scott has been one of the greatest
blessings in my life. He truly is my best friend. He is an
amazing husband, and an outstanding father.

Scott trained for the Department of Justice in Charleston,
S.C., in 1996, and became enamored with all that
Charleston had to offer. So when a position in the
Lowcountry became available in 2008, he instantly
jumped on that chance. We knew Charleston would be
perfect for us.



When Angelina was in pre-K, her friend Camp Oliver invited Angelina to church at James Island Baptist. Scott and I
did not attend at first but soon joined her after noticing how excited she was about church. We were instantly hooked!
Special thanks to the Olivers for that special invitation! Through the Olivers’ small group, we also met our lovely,
good friend Catherine Brewer – another bonus! Angelina and I were baptized into the Baptist faith on Easter Sunday,
April 5, 2015.

In Fifth grade, Angelina shadowed her friend Camp at First Baptist School; and, when she came home that day, she
told us that First Baptist was the school she wanted to attend the following year! We were thrilled because we had
heard from the Olivers over the years what an amazing school First Baptist is. We are over-the-moon excited that
Angelina is now a thriving First Baptist Student, but what we are most thankful for is that she feels fully connected
with the First Baptist Church Youth Group. She tells us, and we can see how comfortable she feels with her church
family, and feels she has found her “tribe” as well!

My favorite Bible passage comes from 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (Paul’s account on what Jesus told him): But He said to
me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

This Bible passage resonated with me the moment I heard it because when I feel overburdened by life’s pressures, I
know that I can rely on Jesus, as He is the only anchor that I need! When I feel weak, I know I can rely on His
strength. My prayer for you, my wonderful church family, is that you always notice all of God’s goodness and
blessings in your life!

Sue Murner

WOMEN OF FIRST
BAPTIST

B Y :  M A R G A R E T  E D W A R D S
M E E T

Since Sue has been a member of First Baptist Church for
over three decades, it’s highly likely you already know her
or have met her. But read on and learn more about one of
our beloved, long-time church members.

Sue’s roots are truly Southern. She was born in Raleigh,
N.C., “a World War II baby,” she proclaims. 
According to Sue, her mother’s people had settled in the
Raleigh area before the Revolutionary War.

Her dad’s family was from Georgia. An only child, Sue
grew up in Summerville. Her dad was a civilian
electrician working at the Navy Base; and her mom,
though a college graduate and well-educated, stayed
home to take care of Sue because her husband
wanted her to. Sue notes their family was interesting
because “it was like having three generations in one
home. My dad was 43, my mom was 25, and then
there was me.” Asked if she grew up in a Christian
home, Sue responded with a fervent, “Mercy, yes!”



Sue remembers wanting to be baptized at age 7 when
her family was attending Summerville Baptist Church.
That was a young age to be baptized because the
deacons would first question potential members about
their beliefs before baptism, and Sue’s mother was
concerned about how a 7-year-old would answer. Sue
recalls, however, that their pastor, Rev. A.T. Usher,
was the one who talked with her and decided she knew
what she was doing, and so Sue was promptly
baptized. “I still remember walking down the aisle and
seeing Rev. Usher and his wife, Edna, who taught my
Sunday School class. It was a happy day.”

Sue attended Limestone College, formerly a Baptist
institution, in Gaffney, S.C., where she double majored
in Chemistry and Math. She taught 9th grade General
Science for awhile but remembers that really wasn’t the
subject her heart desired to teach. After that, Sue
mainly taught chemistry throughout her teaching
career. When she decided she wanted to do something
other than teaching, she moved to MUSC where she
did research, first in Thoracic Surgery, around the time
transplants were just beginning. She later retired from
MUSC’s Nephrology department.

When asked what one of the most memorable historic
happenings that stood out in her lifetime, Sue
answered, “It would have to be the moon landing. That
was amazing! And I remember Walter Cronkite
reporting on it. He was so excited, he kept interrupting
the astronauts while they were making a statement.”

Sue has a set morning ritual of Bible study and prayer
time. She first sings one hymn, then reads three
chapters of the Bible, then follows her reading with
prayer. Her favorite devotional book is Oswald
Chambers’ My Utmost for His Highest, and she is
reading a biography of his wife Gertrude (nicknamed
Biddy) who, extremely skilled and super-fast at
shorthand, wrote down everything Oswald said, thus
making his sermons available for all to read.

Some of Sue’s favorite Scripture is in the first book of
James. James was Jesus’ brother and, though the two
grew up together, James still had a hard time
understanding that his brother, Jesus, was the 

 Messiah. Later in life, James did his best to further
Jesus’ ministry. Sue is also partial to the Beatitudes.
“They’re such a good guide and a practical way to live
your life,” she says.

What would Sue consider her toughest challenge? “I’m
a very private person. I think that’s made it difficult to
reach out to people as much as I should have.”

What has been Sue’s greatest joy? “That’s easy,” Sue
replies. “Knowing where I’ll spend eternity. I’ve never
had a single doubt about that since I was baptized.”
Another source of joy has been participating in two
multi-denominational Bible studies. “It’s been so
interesting to talk with others about their perspectives
and learn from them.”

If there’s one thing she could do that she’s never done
before, Sue would like to get her pilot’s license. “I’ve
always enjoyed flying on commercial flights, I was
thrilled to watch the astronauts reach the moon, I’ve
taken a helicopter tour over the Charleston harbor. I did
try to skydive once, but the weather conditions were
not favorable that day and so our plans were scrapped.
Piloting a plane would be a real thrill for me!”

Who has been the most inspirational person in Sue’s
life? “That would be my mom. We were so extremely
close. After my father died, I did what Mom said. Then
when I was grown up, Mom did what I said.” Sue
added, “There was never any conflict between us. We
always got along.” Sue fondly remembers her mother’s
skill as a seamstress. “She made all of my clothes, for
all occasions, evening gowns, coats, everything. She
was quite adept at making interchangeable pieces
which made it seem as though I had more clothes than
I really did!”

Some of Sue’s favorite things to do include reading,
handwork, and gardening (a trait she inherited from her
mom). Says Sue, “I’ll read just about anything, except
science fiction.” Though she hasn’t traveled as much
as she’d like to, she’s been to Iceland where she saw
the Northern Lights, to Ireland where she stayed for a
month, and to Romania on two mission trips with the
Rodelspergers. One place in the United States she’d



like to see is the Four Corners, where Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico and Utah meet.

How has Sue’s life been affected by Covid over the last year? “I’ve definitely stayed home a lot but have made
walking three times a day a daily thing, just to get out and about. Gradually, as things have loosened up, I’ve been out
with people I know who I trust to be careful with social distancing.” She continues, “I’m especially happy to be back at
the Gaillard hearing the Charleston Symphony Orchestra perform and to see musicians actually playing their
instruments. There are a couple more performances before summer that I’m really looking forward to!”

Sue joined First Baptist Church in August 1989 when Rev. Scott Walker was the pastor. She has been actively
involved with First Baptist Church, working with Sunday School for several years, serving as Chairman of the Finance
Committee, and also serving as a Deacon. Sue says, “I imagine my Mom would have been quite pleased to know
that.” In summing up, Sue says, “ Being a member of FBC has been such a huge blessing in my life. I remember after
my mother died, my relatives drove 300 miles from North Carolina, concerned about how I would manage without my
mom’s companionship, because we had been so close all our lives. Then they drove 300 miles back home, reassured
after seeing how well FBC was taking care of me and how FBC would continue to watch over me in the days to
come.”

Melissa Lu
Like many women in our community and in our church, Melissa Lu has a packed
daily schedule. She is an attorney, a wife, a mother, and also a writer who is working
on publishing a few books when she can find or make the time. She also has a
unique story to share about surviving a life-changing accident. Let’s see how her
story unfolds...

Melissa was born in Savannah, Georgia, in 1981. She grew up with an older sister,
Darci, and a younger brother, Sam, in Claxton, Georgia. Their dad, a farmer, and
their mom, a nurse who mostly stayed at home with the kids, raised them in a
Christian home.

WOMEN OF FIRST
BAPTIST

B Y :  M A R G A R E T  E D W A R D S
M E E T



Asked when she gave her life to Christ, Melissa explains: “It was in 6th Grade at confirmation
class in the United Methodist Church with my friend Morgan. I’d been listening to the sermons
for a couple of years, trying to understand what the pastor was talking about when he used
words like ‘salvation’ and ‘giving your life to Christ.’ I’d also been staring at a stained glass
window of Christ knocking on a door, trying to understand the context for that.” She continues,
“My pastor taught the confirmation class, and guided Morgan and me in the prayer. I felt like
my heart would just explode within me. I wrote my favorite camp counselor from 4-H camp the
summer before, and I found out he was a Christian, too! I felt like magic had just been made
real.”

Melissa attended the University of Georgia and then went on to the College of William and
Mary for law school where she met Theo Lu. Theo was working in Washington, D.C., and
Melissa had just accepted a job in Atlanta. Melissa says, “I realized the Christmas before we
got married that being separate from him during the holidays was the most foreign thing
imaginable, and I never wanted to do that again.” Theo proposed in February and the two
were married in August 2006. They now have three boys: Collin, (9); Connor (8); Madden (4);
and a baby girl due in June. 

Melissa has been both a working mom outside the home and a stay-at-home mom, so she
can relate to both sides of the coin. Notes Melissa, “I started motherhood as a community and
economic development faculty member for the University of Georgia, but quit when both of my
oldest kids had food allergies and we couldn't quite keep them safe anywhere.” She
continues, “I then had a consulting company where I facilitated tense conversations for non-
profits, churches, community stakeholders, and local governments, but wound that up when
my third son was born. Most recently, I went back to work as an attorney in January working
for a federal district court judge. In between, I've worked as a freelance writer and tried to
pursue publication of a few books.”

Of the historic happenings in Melissa’s lifetime, three have made the biggest imprint on her
memory. The first was the Challenger explosion when she was in kindergarten. “That, “ she
said, “sort of squelched any plans I had of becoming an astronaut.” Another was the Waco
cult compound burning when she was in 6th grade, and finally, the 9/11 terrorist attacks when
she was a junior at UGA.

What does Melissa’s Bible study time look like? Melissa responds, “I’m not very organized
lately! I used to be really, really disciplined about getting up early in the morning so I could
have quiet time without my children, although it seemed the earlier I woke up, the earlier they
woke up, too.” She continues, “Then, I was in a terrible car accident in August 2019 and
suffered a traumatic brain injury. After that, I wasn't able to pray or study God's word in the
same way.” Melissa reflects, “At first I thought God was punishing me somehow, but I began
to see it as a gift. My prayer life is much simpler now, with the understanding that it can't be
about my striving and effort. This isn't 100% true all of the time, but it seems like now I pray
simple prayers and trust God knows and is faithful.” She adds, “In a sense, my view of God
and his goodness has broadened since the car accident. I've had to drop a lot of the Christian
‘shoulds’ and just be: flawed but His.”



Who is the most inspirational person or people in Melissa’s life? “My family. My friends. The people
whose stories I know best. There is triumph and inspiration in every life well-lived.”

Melissa points out several Scripture verses that uplift and encourage her. “I like John 11:35, (“Jesus
wept.”) because it shows how God's heart is deep and penetrable and full of love. I like Genesis
1:27 (“So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and
female he created them.”) because it reminds me that I - as a woman - am made in the image of
God and am not inferior. I like Genesis 1:2: ("Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was
over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters”) because it
reminds me that God hovers over the places that look bleak and devoid of light. I like Psalm 18:33
(“He makes my feet like the feet of a deer; he causes me to stand on the heights”) because it
reminds me that he has created me for more than the photographer's props I would settle on as a
destination. And I like Psalm 100:3 (“Know that the Lord is God, it is He who made us, and we are
His; we are His people, the sheep of His pasture") because it reminds me that my children belong to
God and are ultimately in his care.”

What are some of Melissa’s greatest joys? Her answers easily flow: “Learning the hearts of my
children and spouse; walking through a field of yellow flowers on a spring day; eating chocolate in
Paris; understanding that I am loved by God; creating things that are beautiful and meaningful to
others; laughing with good friends over silly things when we are all sleep deprived; serving as a 4-H
Camp counselor in college.”

How have Melissa and her family’s life been affected by/adapted to Covid-19 over the past year?
She replies, “Our last year has been one of the craziest years of my life. I started COVID social
distancing with a still significant brain injury that required a lot of sleep on my part, but having my
family home all the time (and limiting my outside efforts) turned out to be tremendously helpful to my
recovery.” She continues, “It was, of course, a real struggle to have kids home schooling 24/7, but
also wonderful to have that much time with them. I love having my husband home!’ Melissa adds,
“In September we got news that we thought was impossible, especially after the car accident: we
were expecting a baby! Then, two days later, a house popped up on our radar that actually had
room for another baby (ours was much too small for the kids that we already had), so we embarked
on a wild ride of buying a home, selling a home, and renovating a home. We've been in temporary
housing since December but' hopefully' will move into our new home by the end of April.” Melissa
concludes: “I have been standing in the need of a lot of grace, and my kids have seen me at my
worst; but I'm not sure that's a bad thing. I think we are definitely closer as a family and I am in awe
of what God has done in our lives in this time when everything was supposed to be on pause. It has
definitely been a time when I have been able to see clearly that ‘where God guides, he provides.’
And I am absolutely able to see that every good thing in my life has been a gift of God and not a
product of my efforts.”



FBC Charleston 
Around the World

Delaney and Adam
M E E T

“I learned at a young age that serving God is a joy and I knew I wanted to serve Him!” Delaney 

“We decided we would go anywhere God led us.” Delaney and Adam

Delaney moved to Puebla, Mexico, when she was just 16 months old with her parents. They were with the
IMB and faithfully served for more than 25 years. She attended a tiny private missionary school, and there
were just five in her graduating class, including Delaney! She lived there (except for three State Side
Assignments) until she returned to the US for college.

She has many wonderful memories of growing up with her parents and two younger brothers between
cultures. When she was six, her family returned to the US for their first state side assignment. She and her
brother were confused as to where all the Mexican food had gone. They begged their parents to take them
for Mexican food and despite their parent’s warning, they were extremely disappointed. “We became
Mexican food snobs at an early age!” Christmases in Mexico were a special family time, full of ministry, late-
night church events, piñatas, and tamales. Delaney and her two brothers, one 15 months younger and the
other 5 years younger, have always been close, and a special memory of them was the day she married
Adam. “They cried like babies, I mean the ugly cry, as I walked down the aisle.”



Delaney recounts, “My summers were usually
spent focused on ministry with my parents. From
the time I was about 6, I became a translator for
volunteer teams visiting from the US. These teams
did a wide range of ministry; evangelism, VBS,
leadership workshops. I learned at a young age
that serving God is a joy and I knew I wanted to
serve Him! I became a follower of Jesus at a
young age and cannot really pinpoint a specific
time I felt ‘called’ to missions. I just always knew,
and because I did, I made decisions that fed into
my calling. I majored in Teaching English as a
Second Language in case I needed a way to enter
a closed country. My call dictated who I would and
would not date, how I used my college summers,
how I spent my money and so on. During college
years I served with the Hands On program on two
different occasions. Hands On is similar to
Journeyman except it’s for college students, for
shorter stints (2-6 months) and one has to raise
his own funds. The first was 2 months in
Indonesia. The second was 6 months in Spain.
Both experiences confirmed my calling to
international missions. I applied for the
Journeyman program my senior year of college,
went to IMB training after graduation, and was in
South Asia by October 2011. I was excited! South
Asia seemed so foreign, so dynamic, and I could
not wait to experience it. I loved South Asia from
the minute I arrived. The biggest lesson I learned
while there was to go where the Spirit goes. My
job was to teach college students and young
professionals, but I found they had no interest in
Jesus. However, I did find young women, not able
to afford an education and waiting at home to be
married off, had open hearts to the Gospel! So,
technically I did not do my job I had been sent to
do, but I went where the Spirit led. And there was
fruit by His grace.”

After a year in South Asia, Delaney met Adam,
also a Journeyman, at a busy railway station
there. Over the next year they served in the same
city and became good friends. She returned to the

US; and, with a few months of his term remaining,
they began dating and married in June 2015. “We
immediately began the process of applying for
career with the IMB, and we had a burden
specifically for the least reached people groups of
the world. We decided we would go anywhere
God led us. South Asia had many jobs, the need
for personnel was the greatest there, and no one
wanted to go! This is still the case today. The
lostness of South Asia is eerie, hard to forget, and
is the largest concentration of lostness on the
planet. South Asia needs the Gospel.”

Delaney and Adam have two children, A is 2 1⁄2
years old and T is 4 months old. “Children, as you
know, are one of God’s instruments of
sanctification! They have made me realize how
much I need to grow in patience, how much I need
sleep, and help me to see God’s hand in the small
things. In some ways they make our work more
challenging; just logistically taking along two littles
is harder. But the South Asian people LOVE
children, so they open many doors for new
relationships, give us an “in” into society that we
didn’t have before becoming parents, and give us
plenty of opportunities to share the Gospel.”

When asked what a few of her favorite Bible
passages are, Delaney says,” So many have been
influential at different points in my life. I love Acts
20:24 as a reminder of my purpose in life. Paul is
one of my favorites because he was the
quintessential missionary, and his writings speak
to me. I also love all of Philippians 1. I love Paul’s
longing and love for the Philippian believers, his
joy in prison, his statement that to live is Christ
and to die is gain (vs 21). He did not care what
people’s motives were, so long as Christ was
preached. I also like Hebrews 12:14 as a reminder
that God sanctifies ME so that OTHERS can see
HIM.” And what keeps Delaney going through
difficult days and times, “I try to get away (in
nature, drink coffee in the quiet), exercise to
relieve stress, and, of course, pray! Remembering
His faithfulness is so key! I was  



Continued......

just reading in Exodus how quickly God’s people were corrupted by worshipping the golden calf— not long after
God parted the Red Sea and freed them from slavery! It struck me that I am so prone to do the same thing.
When the going gets tough and I am tempted to think He’s abandoned me because life is hard, isn’t it my
tendency to turn to other idols (thinking more about myself than I ought, social media)? So, remembering God’s
faithfulness and His miraculous work in my life, recounting them to myself, keeps me going. It keeps me looking
to Him.”

I asked Delaney what advice she would give to someone considering missions abroad and she replied, “Do it!
Wouldn’t it be amazing if our default wasn’t to ask, ’Lord, should I go?’ But rather, ‘Lord, should I stay?’ Look to
Him and execute in faith! Also, a great book that I would highly recommend which defines a missionary is The
Ongoing Role of Apostles by Dr. Don Dent.”

Please pray for Delaney, Adam, and their children as they serve in South Asia.

Women of Prayer
Women Newly Engaged/Married
Mothers of Preschoolers
Mothers of Elementary
Mothers of Middle/High School
Women in the Workplace
Grandmothers
Women Experiencing Loss

As a continuation of our focus on prayer, the
Women's Enrichment Ministry would like to facilitate
small groups of women joining together for prayer.
We are in the process of establishing interest in these
areas of prayer:

If you are interested in participating in a small prayer
group, please go to:
www.fbcharleston.org/wem  where you will find
information on the small prayer groups. Provide your
name, choice of prayer group, email, and phone
number. Someone will contact you in the near future.

https://www.fbcharleston.org/wem


The Community of 
Believers Begins 
Acts 2 : 42 - 47
Acts 3 : 1

Fellowship: Greek koinonia, a close mutual relationship and participation in life together. At this stage,
prayer probably included participation in the formal prayers of the Temple. 

~NLT Illustrated Study Bible~

Acts 2 : 42
Who is Luke, the writer of the book of Acts, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, teaching us about
and how many people?

What did ALL the believers devote themselves to?

1.

2.

3.

4.

How can the church today incorporate the above devotions into everyday life?

Acts 2 : 43
What came over all of the believers as they met together in Bible study, fellowship, meals, including the
Lord’s Supper, and prayer?

What were the apostles (the original 12 disciples of Jesus) able to do as a result of this gathering
together of God’s people?

1.

2.



Although the twelve apostles are no longer present with us in bodily form, and miracles and wonders
not seen as prolifically as they were in the days of the New Testament Church, what are some powerful
outcomes the church can have from meeting together as a community of believers?

Acts 2 : 44 - 45

v. 44 Where did the believers meet and what did they share?

v. 45 What did this new community of believers do and why? 

1.

2.

The church has spread all over the world but still meets in communities together, like the members of
FBC Charleston. Although we no longer share all of our property, possessions, and finances with each
other and those in need, what do we share together and with others? Maybe the question becomes
what “should” we share together?

Who are those in need around us? How can we as a community of believers help them?

Acts 2 : 46

What else did the new community of believers do? 

1.

2. 

3.

How does this passage describe the way the believers experienced their lives together? 

1.

2.



Acts 2 : 47

While the believers were joyfully and generously experiencing life together, what else were they
involved in?

1.

2.

What did the Lord do for their community (their church) as a result of the way they shared life
together?

Acts 3 : 1

What were Peter and John doing “one afternoon”?

As we learn from the truths of this passage about the New Testament Church, we can see that prayer
was a vital part of their life as individuals, families, believers meeting together and their prayer services
at church. How can you and your family become more participatory in the fellowship and prayer
services of your community of believers, which is your church?

WEM is offering two new ways of prayer to the community of believers known as The First Baptist
Church of Charleston. There are now small prayer groups organizing for women who are sharing
similar and current life experiences. We will also be introducing a monthly large group gathering of
prayer that will meet in the sanctuary, probably on Thursday evenings, like the “Old Guard” did. You
can go to the WEM site on the FBC website, and find the information and listing of these new prayer
groups. We encourage every woman who is a part of the community of believers called First Baptist
Church, to find a prayer group and join together with other women, as we lift our hearts to Heaven and
have conversations with The LORD God. God is ever so good and faithful, and He loves to hear our
prayers and be a part of our lives as we fellowship together as women.

Joining together with you in much love, 
Cathy, Galatians 1 : 10

“I am praying... also for all who will ever believe in me... I pray that they will be one...may they
experience such perfect unity that the world will know that Y ou sent me and that Y ou love them as much
as You love me. Father, I want those whom You have given me to be with me where I am... then Your love

for me will be in them, and I will be in them.”
The Prayer of Jesus on our behalf.

John 17 : 20 -26


